SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 | 3:00 PM
Pineville United Methodist Church

FREE CONCERT
Suggested Donation
$10




A FESTIVAL
OF FROST
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Karelia Suite, Op. 11
l. Intermezzo
Il. Alla marcia

In the Bleak Midwinter

How the Grinch Stole Christmas

Gravitas

The Eighth Candle: Prayer and Dance for Hanukkah
Sleigh Ride

Concert Suite from The Polar Express

A Christmas Festival

AND FLAME

Jean Sibelius
(1865-1957)

Gustav Holst
(1874-1934)
Arr. Jim Edwards

Arr. Jerry Brubaker
(b. 1946)

Soon Hee Newbold
(b. 1974)

Steve Reisteter
(b.1957)

Leroy Anderson
(1908-1975)

Arr. Jerry Brubaker
(b. 1946)

Leroy Anderson
(1908-1975)
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PINEVILLE UMC

Rooted In Christ and Community

Working Together

Thank you to our community partners: SCO violinist, Emily Duke, for designing our
program; MPV Properties and SCO flutist, Shelly Johnson, for printing our programs;

and PUMC for their support and providing rehearsal space.

Thank you to our volunteers, and all of our musicians and their families for making

these performances possible.

FLUTE
Christine Brillon
Shelly Johnson

Nena Harris
Elizabeth Jordan
*Elaina Palada

OBOE
Annesha Dib
*Donna Swahlan

CLARINET
*Heather Gering
Victoria Johnson

Amy Ramesh

BASSOON

*Michele Jean-Jumeau

*Anne Manseau
Zoe Maxwell

FRENCH HORN
James Brown
Peggy Chapman
*Gail Clarke
Paula Dilanchian
Jill Wyse

TRUMPET
Richard Garafolo
*Ken Nodes
Joe Polsgrove
Traci Quinn

CONDUCTOR
Dr. David A. Gordon

TROMBONE/
BARITONE
*Larry Farr
Nick Grimmett
Kevin Pfeuffer
Jennifer Samson

TUBA
*Nick Berns

PERCUSSION
Joe Duggan
*Chris Miller

Jake Morrison

VIOLIN
Stephanie Bier
**Amy Cairns

Luke Castaneros
Daniel Cherry
Emily Duke
Tomoko Hannah
Kaylah Holland
Alex Kuamoo
Corrie Linsz
Megan Litz
Peg Mueller
Shari Schwarzwald
Brianna Smith
Christine Wu
*Cheryl Yung
Emylie Zollo

MUSICIANS

VIOLA
Jim Edwards
Peggy Furman
Jinna Kim
*Kyle Marcum
Gretchen Mortimore-Thill
Kristin Rogentine-Lee

CELLO
*Elizabeth Alexander
Pamela Cobb Pettis
Caryn Crye
Suzanne Falconer
Pronda Few
Stephanie Hoffman
Belinda Hull
John Mooney

STRING BASS
*Jana Giliberto
David Manseau

Uno Torres

HARP
Renee Dib

KEYBOARD/PIANO
Cheng Xu

**Concertmaster
*Section Leader
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KARELIA SUITE, OP. 11

Sibelius wrote the Karelia Suite in 1893 to provide music for a patriotic
historical pageant celebrating the folklore and national pride of the Karelia
region of Finland.
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Karelia Suite, Op. 11, opens with “Intermezzo,” a proud and energetic march.
Things to listen for: a steady marching rhythm in the lower strings and
percussion, evoRing a procession of troops; a bold brass fanfare theme,
symbolizing Finnish spirit; and Sibelius’s distinctive folk-like harmonies and open
textures, painting a vivid, outdoorsy soundscape.

The third movement, “Alla Marcia,” is a bright and triumphant march that brings the
suite to a jubilant close. It was originally written to accompany a scene of a ruler’s
ceremonial entry. Things to listen for: a crisp marching rhythm from percussion; bold
brass fanfares that give the music a regal, festive character; playful woodwind
interludes that add lightness and sparkle; and a return of the main march theme at
the end, building to a rousing, triumphant finish.

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER

In the Bleak Midwinter is a traditional hymn composed by early 20th-century composer
Gustav Holst, arranged by SCO violinist and violist Jim Edwards. It is based on
Christina Rossetti’s poem of the same name that describes the night of Jesus’ birth
and contrasting themes of cold, earthly life versus the glory of heaven. Holst’s slow
and mournful tune set to the poem is entitled “Crenshaw,” a village in England where
the composer spent a cold, dark winter.

HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS

Our beloved, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, as arranged by Jerry Brubaker, gets a
touch jazzy. The tune, “You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch,” portrays the slick Grinch
with a heart two sizes too small, making plans to ruin Christmas for Who-ville. Can
you picture the Grinch’s swagger as you listen to the trombone solo with slides only
they can play? The muted trumpet soloist with section join the tuba who lays down
the bass line. The remaining orchestra top it off with musical bends, slides and trills
to come together with the cool drum set swing. Listen for “Santa-Grinch” as he
stomps around in Who-ville taking presents and treats.

In “He Carves the Roast Beast,” the string section sweetly bring us together as the
“Town-Who’s” have their feast. Solos performed by the oboe, Wendy Lou Who, and
reformed Mr. Grinch, trumpet solo, join the brass, woodwinds and percussion.

“Welcome Christmas,” the joyous finale, includes everyone as the Who's in Whoville
as they celebrate together and town bells toll.

GRAVITAS

Gravitas is a composition by contemporary American composer Soon Hee
Newbold. This piece was written to celebrate Columbus Symphony Chamber
Strings’ 40th anniversary, and is meant to celebrate the “gravitas,”
experience, excellence and beauty that embodied the musical group and
director. Ms. Newbold was adopted as an infant from South Korea and grew
up in Frederick, Maryland with an early introduction to music on piano and
Suzuki violin.
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THE EIGHTH CANDLE: PRAYER AND DANCE FOR HANUKKAH

The Eighth Candle celebrates the final night of the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah, the
Festival of Lights, when all eight candles of the menorah (or hanukkiah) are lit. The
piece tells the story of the miracle of the oil that burned for eight days. It is subtitled
“A Prayer and Dance for Hanukkah” and is divided in two distinct, contrasting
sections: “The Prayer” (Slow, Reflective) and “The Dance” (Fast, Celebratory).

SLEIGH RIDE

Sleigh Ride is a perennial favorite of audiences at Christmas time. This lively piece was
composed by Leroy Anderson between 1946-1948, and the orchestral version was
first recorded by the Boston Pops in 1949. It was a hit and has remained one of the
orchestra’s most popular works. If you listen closely, you can hear the sounds of a
horse clip-clopping, the snap of a whip and the horse whinnying, brought forth from
the percussion section and the trumpets.

CONCERT SUITE FROM THE POLAR EXPRESS

The Concert Suite from The Polar Express features the popular tunes “Believe,”

“The Polar Express,” “When Christmas Comes to Town” and “Spirit of the Season,”
composed by Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard, and arranged by Jerry Brubaker. This
medley of tunes from the film evokes the magic and wonder of the Christmas season
while creating a feeling of believing in something bigger than yourself. Join us aboard
a rollicking ride on The Polar Express!

A CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

Leroy Anderson’s A Christmas Festival is a joyful orchestral medley that brings the
magic of the holiday season to life. Written in 1950 for the Boston Pops Orchestra,
the piece seamlessly weaves together some of the most beloved Christmas carols—
including “Joy to the World,” “Deck the Halls,” “Silent Night,” and “Jingle Bells.”
With bright brass fanfares, lush strings, and festive percussion, Anderson captures
the warmth, excitement, and wonder of Christmas celebrations.

Program notes contributed by Alex Kuamoo, Gretchen Mortimore-Thill,
Traci Quinn, Amy Ramesh, and Kristin Rogentine-Lee
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SAVE THE DATE

FRIDAY, MARCH 20 & SUNDAY, MARCH 22

Mark your calendars for our “Heroic Women” concert, featuring
female protagonists in honor of Women’s History Month.

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY!
Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to SCO.

Stateline Community Orchestra is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization.
Your donation is tax-deductible (Tax ID 93-2227119). When you scan
the QR code, all of your information remains private and secure.



